
 

PO Box 50622, Washington, DC  20091 (202) 714-3368  

        May 18, 2011 
 
Honorable Darrell Issa (R-CA) 
Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
2347 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.   20515 
 

Honorable Elijah Cummings (D-MD) 
Ranking Member, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
2235 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Messrs. Issa and Cummings: 
 
We are writing as a follow up to your Committee’s hearing held recently on the District of Columbia’s finances at 
which you and others discussed uncoupling the District’s budget from the federal appropriations process.  This is 
welcomed news to the residents of the District who have had their local budget, which is comprised of locally 
raised tax dollars, held up during the federal process. 
 
The cumbersome federal appropriations process has been a burden to District residents since 1973 when the 
District of Columbia residents have been governed by Home Rule.  Over the years, it has been a problem from 
time to time for the District to spend local dollars timely to provide critical services to District residents.   
 
Short of budget autonomy, Rep. Issa’s plan for a separate vote for the District’s budget would provide much 
needed relief for the District, especially when the Congress has a federal budget to pass that is sometimes 
difficult.   
 
With regard to local laws, we respectfully request that the Congress allow the laws passed by the District’s leaders 
to remain untouched by Congress.  For example, the District’s marriage equality law which costs nothing out of 
our locally raised dollars and the District’s needle exchange program, which uses local tax dollars to implement, 
should remain intact.  The District is dealing with an extremely high rate of HIV/AIDS and needs to continue the 
program.  Please leave the District’s laws in place. 
 
The District of Columbia Democratic Committee urges you to endorse and support efforts towards budget 
autonomy and the recognition of self-determination, Congressional voting rights and statehood for the District of 
Columbia, and end interference in local District of Columbia affairs. 
 

Both James S. Bubar and Janice Davis, Co-chairs of the Statehood and Self-Determination Committee, and I are 
available to provide further information.  Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Anita Bonds 
       DC Chairperson 


